William Thomas CROPLEY

41376 Lance Corporal 10" Battalion
Essex Regiment (formerly 5988
Norfolk Regiment) He enlisted in
King’s Lynn and was killed in action
in France 15th June 1917
(according to Commonwealth war
graves but extract from the Lynn
News states 14" June as no body
was found the date would be the
last time he was seen)

Extract from Lynn News

Killed in Action- News was received
last week that Lance Cropl. William
Thomas Cropley of the Essex
Regiment has been killed in action
on 14" June. He was among the
first to volunteer at the beginning of
the war but was rejected on medical
grounds. Later on, however he was
passed and in due course went
abroad. He was 21 years old, and
before enlistment has worked since
the age of 13 on the Abbey Farm.
He was the first in the parish to fall
in action. On Sunday evening a

Tue lLate memorial service was held in the
lavy - Cri. W Croviry, parish church, and reference made
laex Regt., of FEast Walton: }\(/I)thﬁsad ev;ntfr(;n:ttpe Eylpn.
Killed tn oaction on June 14 uch sympatny 1S feit for his

parents and family.

His parents were Robert William and Fiona Cropley (nee Taylor), In 1911 they were living on
Gayton Road East Walton they had been married 18 years had 8 children one of whom had
died. Robert was working as a Horseman on the farm and William was a farm labourer.
Their children were:-

Minnie Eliza born 15" February 1894 in Dersingham baptised17th April 1894 died
Oct/Nov/Dec 1907

William Thomas born 1895 in Dersingham baptised 11" August 1895 died 15" June 1917
Florence born Jan/Feb 1897 in Dersingham baptised 16" February 1897

Sarah Jane born 24™ November 1898 in Castle Rising Married William Rix Jan/Feb/Mar
1921 Died December 1972

Victoria May born 17" January 1901 married John W High Jan/Feb/Mar 1922 died
December 1972

Dorothy Ida born 27" May 1903 in Castle Rising married Robert B Starling Jan/Feb/Mar
1943 died 4th May 1986

George Robert William born 11™ July 1905 in East Walton baptised 13" August 1905
Married Edith Piggott Oct/Nov/Dec 1931 died June 1981

Cecil Judd born Jan/Feb/Mar 1907 died Sept 1941Hartismere Suffolk



1909.
NORTH-WESTERN DIVISION OF NORFOLK.

fist Walton Polling District (District Z.)—Parish of East Walton, continued.

OCCUPATION VOTERS (other than Lodgers).

ivision ONE.—Persons entitled to

vote as Parliamentary Electors, County Electors, and Parochial Electors.

Place of Abode.

Nature of Qualification.

Description of Qualifying Property.
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: Name of each lilector at full length,
No. the Snrname being first.
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7 847 Aylmer William

17 348 | Back Charles
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%277 0 Witkin Samuel
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.\'Nrfl’l'l]
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Near the church
Near the church
| Snmmer end
i Common
Summer end
Common
Lynn road
Gayton roud
Guyton rond
SwafTham road
Near common
Summer end
Near common
Near church
Nenr common
| Near common
Lynn road
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Common lane
Comion
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| Lynn road
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Common
Summer end
Common
Summer end
Watery lane
Lynn road
. Common
- Summer end
Common
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In Memory of
Lance Corporal

William Thomas Cropley
41376, 10th Bn., Essex Regiment who died on 15 June 1917 Age 22

Son of Robert William and Flora Cropley, of Braizen Hall Farm, Tattersett, King's Lynn.

Remembered with Honour
Arras Memorial

Commemorated in perpetuity by

the Commonwealth War Graves Commission







Extract from book of soldiers effects
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Extract from war diaries for Essex Regiment around the date William died
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